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56 Unit 2, Chapter 7

Name Date

GUIDED READING Nationalism at Center Stage
Section 2

A. As you read about the rise of national feeling in the U.S., answer questions about
the measures and policies in the chart below.

B. On the back of this paper, summarize what you know about John Quincy Adams
and Jim Beckwourth.

CHAPTER

7

What ideas did the measure contain? How did it promote nationalism?

1. Gibbons v. Ogden decision

2. The Adams-Onis Treaty

3. The Monroe Doctrine

4. The Missouri Compromise
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60 Unit 2, Chapter 7

Name Date

SKILLBUILDER PRACTICE Synthesizing
The foreign policies of John Quincy Adams reflected a growing sense of national-
ism in the new United States. Read the definition of nationalism and the examples
given below, and tell how each example does or does not illustrate nationalism.
(See Skillbuilder Handbook, p. R19.)

Section 2

Nationalism Nationalism is a philosophy that stresses national welfare
ahead of sectional or regional concerns. It also dictates that leaders give
top priority to national interests in foreign affairs.

Among the people of a country, nationalism means having a strong
feeling of being a part of the nation and sharing in the nation’s culture
and heritage with the rest of the population. Nationalism often shows itself
in the peoples’ patriotism, in their pride in the country and its heroes and
leaders, and in loyalty to what the nation stands for.

Example 1 From the War of 1812, the Battle of New Orleans became
a source of legends about American superiority. Over time, historians have
realized that the British probably lost that battle because their advancing
soldiers paused and became sitting ducks for American artillery. However,
immediately after the battle, the tale spread that Americans won the battle
because sharp-shooting frontiersmen from Kentucky were able to pick off
British troops with incredible accuracy. Americans were proud of the successes
of their militia over professional soldiers, and they chose to believe that the
victory of the Battle of New Orleans was a victory of amateurs.

Example 2 Between 1819 and 1821, Congress plunged into a lengthy
controversy over admitting Missouri to the Union as slave state. Noting
that every president since John Adams had been a Virginian, Federalists
portrayed the admission of Missouri as part of a conspiracy to perpetuate
the rule of Virginia slave holders. Republicans pointed out the sudden emergence
of a vocal anti-slavery block in the House of Representatives, which included
many northern Federalists. Some Republicans began to see efforts to restrict
slavery as part of a Federalist plot to gain political power by dividing northern
and southern Republicans. The issue of slavery had become woven into the
general distrust between the political parties and between sections of the country.

1. Example 1 does or does not (circle one) illustrate nationalism because

2. Example 2 does or does not (circle one) illustrate nationalism because

CHAPTER

7
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62 Unit 2, Chapter 7

Name Date

RETEACHING ACTIVITY Nationalism at Center Stage
Section 2

Summarizing

A. Describe how the Supreme Court as well as the nation’s foreign policies promoted
nationalism by completing the graphic shown below.

Finding Main Ideas

B. Answer the following questions in the space provided. 

1. For what reasons did settlers move west? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. How did the Missouri Compromise temporarily settle the growing tensions between 

North and South over slavery?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

3. What did the Monroe Doctrine specifically warn European nations from doing?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

CHAPTER

7

Nationalism

Supreme Court

Gibbons v. Ogden

McCulloch v. Maryland

Fletcher v. Peck

Dartmouth v. Woodward

Foreign Policy

Rush–Bagot Treaty

Adams–Onís Treaty

Monroe Doctrine

asan-0207ir  12/6/01  8:24 AM  Page 62



©
M

cD
ou

ga
l L

itt
el

l I
nc

.A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

76 Unit 2, Chapter 7

Name Date

AMERICAN LIVES Henry Clay
Westerner with a National Vision

“I know no South, no North, no East, no West, to which I owe any allegiance. . . .
My allegiance is to the American Union.”—Henry Clay, Senate speech (1850)

Section 2

From 1810 to 1850, Henry Clay helped shape
national policy. He pushed for a government

role in building the American economy. He also
fashioned compromises to resolve the growing dif-
ferences between North and South.

Clay (1777–1852) had only a few years of for-
mal schooling, but soon went to work as a clerk in a
Virginia court. He studied law and, once admitted
to the bar, moved to frontier Kentucky where he
achieved fame and power.

Clay was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1806 and
then the House in 1810, where he won election as
Speaker. Though young, he was a leader. Writing of
him, a colleague said, “He stalks among men with
an unanswerable and never doubting air of com-
mand.” Angry at the British and Native American
threat in the West, he urged war on Great Britain.
He remained optimistic about the war even in the
face of early defeats. President Madison named
him one of the peace negotiators, and Clay’s tough
stand ensured that the United States did not give
up its claim for the right to travel and trade on the
Mississippi River.

During the 1810s, Clay played an increasingly
major role in national politics. He made an enemy
when he denounced Andrew Jackson’s invasion of
Spanish Florida. He made friends in Latin
America, saying that the United States should rec-
ognize the new governments that had won inde-
pendence from Spain. In 1820, he won House pas-
sage of the Missouri Compromise, resolving a crisis
over slavery in the territories and earning the nick-
name “Great Pacifier.”

Clay urged a wide-ranging program to promote
American industry and commerce. He backed tar-
iffs on imports to allow industry to grow. He called
for new roads and canals to transport goods. These
actions were required to establish American eco-
nomic independence. “We are,” he said “indepen-
dent colonies of England—politically free, [but]
commercially slaves.”

Clay finished last among four candidates in the
1824 presidential election. With no candidate win-

ning the electoral vote, the election was thrown to
the House. Clay gave his support to John Quincy
Adams, earning the additional nickname of
“President Maker.” When Adams named him secre-
tary of state, supporters of Andrew Jackson charged
that a “corrupt bargain” had sold the presidency.
One Jackson backer went so far as to call Clay “this
being, so brilliant yet so corrupt, which, like a rot-
ten mackerel by moonlight, shined and stunk.” Clay
challenged him to a duel, and both were wounded.
Taking the appointment was a political mistake, and
Clay was hounded by the charge for the rest of his
life. He never won the presidency, an office he
deeply desired.

He remained, however, a powerful figure in
Washington, and worked on two more occasions to
prevent sectional conflict. In 1833, South Carolina
threatened to leave the Union over the tariff, which
many in the South felt was too high. Clay helped
calm the crisis by working out a compromise that
gradually lowered the tariff.

His final compromise came in 1850, when con-
flict over slavery in the territories again threatened
to dissolve the Union. A 73-year-old Clay proposed
a package of bills, offering some favoring the North
and others appealing to the South. Pleading with
the Senate to pass the package, Clay made his last
great speech: “I believe from the bottom of my soul
that his measure is the re-union of this Union. I
believe it is the dove of peace.” Eventually, the bills
were approved, and the sectional conflict that Clay
dreaded was postponed—for a time. Two years
later, he died. His body lay in state in the Capitol
Rotunda for a day—the first person so honored.

Questions
1. Why did Kentucky offer more opportunities to

Clay than Virginia might have?
2. How did Clay’s economic and political plans both

express his idea of nationalism?
3. How was Clay, from Kentucky, well suited to

forge a North/South compromise?

CHAPTER

7
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Name Date

AMERICAN LIVES Jim Beckwourth
Mountain Man

“Even if I should deny my Crow origin, they would not believe me. How could I
dash with an unwelcome and incredible explanation all the joy that had been
manifested on my return.”—Jim Beckwourth, Life and Adventures (1856)

Section 2

Born in Virginia, Jim Beckwourth passed most
of his life in the West. He lived a life of adven-

ture made famous when, late in life, he recounted
his story to a traveling writer, who published it.

He was born around 1800, the son of a Virginia
farmer and a slave woman. His father moved the
family to Louisiana Territory in 1810, and Jim was
freed when he reached adulthood. He spent most
of the rest of his life in the West, a free man able to
live by his wits and his abilities in the vast expanse
of the frontier. 

In 1824, Beckwourth joined the expedition of
General William Ashley, which went to the Rockies
to supply trappers and trade for furs. It was a hard
journey, Beckwourth remembered, with “no jokes,
no fire-side stories, no fun.” They trekked around
the mountains all winter, meeting with more than
one hundred trappers in the summer of 1825. The
meeting became the first annual Green River ren-
dezvous, when the mountain men gathered to
obtain supplies, sell the furs taken over the winter,
and enjoy food, drink, and games.

Beckwourth found the mountain life appealing
and soon became a trapper. He was part of a party
of trappers attacked by a group of Blackfoot in
1828. According to his version of the story, the
Blackfeet and mountain men had a running fight
for six miles. When the trappers finally stopped,
they began to run low on ammunition. Beckwourth
volunteered to ride for help and, joined by another,
“dashed through the ranks of the foe” on horse-
back, dodging arrows and bullets. As they hoped,
they found more trappers and rode back to rescue
the first group. “Never,” Beckwourth recalled, “had
I run such danger of losing my life.”

In the early 1830s, Beckwourth lived with the
Crow Indians for a few years. A fellow trapper had
convinced them that Beckwourth was a Crow who
had been stolen as a child. He was adopted by a
chief, Big Bowl, as his long-lost son and given a
wife. Beckwourth resolved to accept the situation,
believing he could “trap in their streams unmolest-

ed, and derive more profit from their protection”
than otherwise. From then on, even after he left
the Crow, he wore Crow clothing and kept his hair
in braids.

Beckwourth left the Crow in the mid-1830s to
trap for fur companies again. He settled for a while
at present-day Pueblo, Colorado, and then moved
to California after the Mexican War. He discovered
a pass through the Sierra Nevada named for him
and established a ranch and inn at the head of the
pass. According to one account, he “was an impres-
sive host full of fascinating stories.” One visitor,
Thomas Bonner, put Beckwourth’s stories on paper,
publishing The Life and Adventures of James P.
Beckwourth, Mountaineer, Scout, Pioneer, and
Chief of the Crow Nation in 1856. The autobiogra-
phy was full of stories—some of them greatly exag-
gerated. In the words of one historian, Beckwourth
was a “gaudy liar.” Another is more even-handed:
admitting that the book is gaudy—and gory—he
says “apart from yarns in which Jim unnecessarily
quadruples his own daring, it is in the main trust-
worthy.”

The circumstances of Beckwourth’s death are
unknown. Two reports say he died in 1866 when
the Crow killed him—either because he brought
them smallpox or because he prepared to leave
them again. Yet another account has him dying
near Denver in 1867. Whatever the truth of his last
days, Jim Beckwourth lived a rich and varied life in
the West, traveling freely among white and Native
American societies.

Questions
1. Why do you think Beckwourth did not return to

live in the East?
2. What do the stories of Beckwourth’s death reveal

about the difficulties of writing history?
3. Write an epitaph for Beckwourth’s tombstone

that hints at the possible exaggerations of his life.

CHAPTER
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