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ELA.10.20 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

• Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

• Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying relevant evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

• Use a variety of words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline. 

• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

ELA.10.36 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

ELA.10.37 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Learning 
Overview 

We’ve reached the end of our time together and in order to create a thoughtful conclusion to the 
course, we have two primary tasks. The first is to explore once more the big ideas of the course 
and the second is to reflect on the course.  

Tasks Final Essay: Shaping American Identity  
In between 600-800 words, craft argument that responds to the following question: what events 
contribute the most to forming contemporary American Identity? Essentially, in reviewing 
everything we’ve learned this year, select a few key events, and craft an argument as to why 
those events contribute the most to forming American Identity in today’s society. Provide at 
least three in-text citations from The American Pageant. Additionally, create a works cited 
page. Your paper should be in MLA format. Visit the OWL at Purdue website for forming help.  
 
Reflective Essay  
This year we’ve read a wide range of texts and written for various audiences and purposes. Now 
I want you to reflect on how you’ve grown as a writer and reader over the course of the year. 
Your essay should in MLA format, be between 600-800 words, and include four specific 
examples from the course (two for writing and two for reading). Take this assignment as a 
moment to pause and reflect on how you’ve grown since August.  
 
Checklist  

o Final Essay 
o Reflective Essay 

Additional 
Materials  

Please visit Microsoft Teams for access to further resources. I will be posting additional 
readings, videos, and resources. Additionally, check LiveGrades daily for important 
announcements.   
 
I will be available on Microsoft Teams from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. each weekday for 
questions, discussion, or other help.  



 


