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A one pager is the ULTIMATE higher order thinking tool. I 
use this tool in many different ways. It is great of a 
summative assessment of student work, a review before a 
test or extra credit. The best thing about One-Pagers is it 
requires students to synthesize and evaluate their 
knowledge of a topic.

No two one pagers are alike just as two students minds 
are never alike, neither is the way they process 
information. The set of criteria ensures that all students 
are questioning, citing, analyzing, and evaluating; BUT each 
student chooses what elements were most relevant for 
them.

This also allows students to reach higher levels of thinking. 
Instead of a worksheet, or a webquest where the teacher 
identifies what the most import parts of the topic are, the 
students must evaluate for themselves what is critical 
information and what should be left out. I am ALWAYS 
surprised by the depth of thinking and connections my 
students consistently show.  I hope you and your students 
enjoy this activity as much as mine do. 



1. All work must be only on one side of the paper.
2. Your first and last name must be clearly displayed.
3. Start with a border that reflects the unit of learning or theme. ( this can 

include words, pictures, symbols, or even quotes)
4. Using text as a starting point, write your reactions or connections to the 

unit of study.
5. Include your analysis of AT LEAST TWO quotes from the unit. Remember, 

you must cite your quote with the page number, and explain it's 
relevance.

6. Draw a visual image. This could be a character, or a moment from a 
scene. You may also choose to draw symbols that convey an idea about 
the unit.

7. Draw a word cluster around your image. Use these words to highlight the 
importance of your chosen image. The word cluster may also artistically 
symbolize the subject matter.

8. Write a poem about the unit of study, a character, or the theme.  If this 
is particularly challenging you may choose to compose an acrostic poem.

9. Personally connect to the unit with an "I believe" Statement. This could be 
anything you believe after you have completed the unit.

10. Create and Answer two questions about the unit of study. Think about 
Bloom's levels of thinking. Try to create and evaluate rather than 
remember and understand. Remember to go into depth, implicate, or 
evaluate to what extent in your answers.

11. Make a comparisons between the text and something else that you’ve 
read or studied (a life experience, or any outside reading).  Your connection 
should have depth to it (in other words, it should not be obvious).

12. Be colorful and neat. Your entire page should be filled with these 
elements. If you have more room, you may choose to repeat any of the 
previous. No space should be left blank, and nothing should be left in 
pencil. 



7 6-5 4-3 2-1

Responding to the 
Text/ I believe 
statement Analysis

Makes insightful/ 
original comparisons 
between the text and 
literature or life.  
Student is able to see 
the text from a 
unique perspective. 

Makes interesting 
comparisons 
between the text 
and literature or life. 
Student is able to 
justify comparisons 
well.
 

Makes comparisons 
between the text and 
literature or life that 
were brought up in class 
discussions. Student is 
able to justify 
comparisons well.

Student make no or 
very weak 
comparisons which 
are not explained or 
justified.

Quotations & Analysis Quotations chosen are 
particularly powerful 
or connected in a 
particularly insightful 
way. Analysis is 
thorough and succinct 
and demonstrates 
advanced thinking

Includes accurate, 
correctly- cited 
(author, pg. #) 
quotations .For each 
quotation, student 
includes 2-3 
sentences of 
commentary/ 
analysis.

Includes quotations with 
errors in accuracy or 
citations. Analysis is only 
1-2 sentences or simply 
restates/ summarizes 
the quotation.

Required number of 
quotations not met 
or quotations & 
citations contain 
significant errors. 
Analysis lacking or 
severely 
underdeveloped. 
Analysis does not 
indicate student has 
read or understood 
the book.

Creative Elements
 
 
Illustrations/Poems

Graphic elements are 
particularly well 
chosen and executed. 
Required elements 
incorporated 
seamlessly into the 
artwork and show a 
creative/ thorough 
understanding of the 
theme
 

Graphics are neat, 
clear, colorful, and fill 
the entire page.
 All written 
elements are neat 
and in ink.
Shows some 
creativity or depth

Graphics may appear 
hastily drawn or may not 
fill the page
 Some written elements 
are in pencil or are 
sloppily written

Graphic elements 
are clearly hastily 
drawn, in pencil, or 
incomplete. Written 
elements are 
missing, sloppy, or in 
pencil.

Questions Questions and 
answers are relevant 
to the theme, indicates 
a thorough 
understanding of the 
text, and evidence 
from the text is 
supported.
Blooms Level 5-6

Questions and 
answers are 
relevant to the 
theme, indicates 
acceptable 
understanding of the 
text, and evidence 
from the text is 
supported.
Blooms Level 3-4

Questions and answers 
are relevant to the theme 
and evidence from the 
text is supported; 
however, the response 
indicates a partial 
understanding of the text; 
information may be too 
general or simplistic.
Blooms Level  2

Questions and 
answers may 
indicate a very 
limited 
understanding of 
the text, and/or 
irrelevant to the 
theme.
Blooms Level 1


